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it may be of interest to recall the names of some of those who, in the 
history of France, have stamped themselves as the ardent admirers of 
royalty. | 

The~Abbe Duclos was the enraptured suitor of Mme. de Lavalliere. 
' Monsieur Laffitte bought and restored the Chateau de Louveciennes 
for Mme. Dubarry, presenting it to her as a slight token of his esteem. 

Lord Grosford completely lost his head in adoration of the Mar- 
quise de Pompadour. 

Jeanne d'Arc, whom the English are falsely accused of having 
burned at the stake, was idolized by both M. Fabre and the Abbe 
Desnoyers, which again proves to us the susceptibility of the priest- 
hood. 

"Marot was said to have been ' not wholly indifferent to Queen 
Claude. Ronsard wrote verses upon the graces of Diane of Potiers, 
and so in chronological order might the list be continued did not mat- 
ters of greater import claim our attention. 

* * * 

A certain class of litterateurs and musicians, resident in Paris and 
the provinces, have determined that this year, the^ centenary of the 
birth of Meyerbeer, shall not pass by without proper commemoration 
of the important.event. Special representations have been given at 
almost all the principal theatres, the Opera itself leading the way; so 
that while a pernicious clique of va-nu-pieds have not recovered from 
the effects of shouting themselves hoarse in defiance of Wagner and 
the recent production of " Lohengrin," less chauvinistic amateurs are 
engaged in honoring the memory of another, and perhaps not so 
talented German composer. Circumstances, it is true, led Meyerbeer 
to spend the greater part of his life and to end his days in Paris, while 
inclination induced him to choose French themes for his two best 
known works, " Les Huguenots" and "Robert le Diable;" but he 
was none the less a Prussian born and bred. The fact, nevertheless, 
' does not seem to prevent his masterly productions being among the 
most popular of the older operas heard to-day in France. Let us 
hope, for art's sake, that the works of the more modern harmonist, 
rich as they are in melody, may share the fate of " L'Africaine " and 
" Dinorah." 

* * * 

Meyerbeer was not handsome, but he was a beau none the less, and 
noted for the taste he displayed in and the correctness of his attire. 
He invariably wore a black redingote with a large velvet collar, 
a carefully adjusted cravat, which was wound at least a dozen 
times about the neck, and a choker, the points of which would have 
filled the soul of Mr. Gladstone with envy. TigJit-fitting trousers, the 
bottoms fastened by straps beneath the boot, gloves several sizes too 
large, and a silk hat forced down over his ears, completed the cos- 
tume. His hair was long and glossy, and every morning at six pre- 
cisely the perruquier made his entry into the dressing-room of the 
composer to crimp and curl the rebellious locks of his client. Noth- 
ing was found to better arrive at the effect desired than ordinary curl- 
papers, so that at the completion of the barbouillage the distinguished 
musician appeared very much as Mr. Bob Acres does when he removes 
his hat in the apartments of his friend, Captain Absolute. The little 
objects were allowed to remain in their place until mid-day, the com- 
poser closeting himself within his study meanwhile. But for a very 
good reason they were never lost. The servant preserved them daily 
with pious reverence, and afterwards sold them to local curio dealers, 
who, in turn, retailed, them to collectors at an advanced price as 
ouvenirs of the great^man. Such is the way to immortality. 

j ^ . * * * 

Rossini was the unhappy sufferer from a malady which neither the 
mysterious ingredientsof Cockle's pills or the purgative qualities of 
certain mineral springs seemed to alleviate. Absolute necessity, 
coupled with the oft proven inefficacy of nauseous drugs, finally 
ended in his ordering an immense ivory syringe. At his death the 
instrument came into possession of Father Baur, who immediately 
added it to his already unique collection of curios. The Baur col- 
lection was afterward bought by the French government, who paid 
60,000 francs for itj so that now the precious object may be seen at 
the Musee Carnavalet in Paris. 

* * * 

The chef d'antvre of the Salon of 1851 was an immense canvas by 
Charles Louis Muller, entitled " L'Appel des Condamnes." The sub- 
J ec * represented tfle S reat subterranean corridor of the prison of 
Sairit-Lazare, with its dripping walls and sombre outline, the period 
July '94. the very height of the Reign of Terror. The distinguished 
prisoners of that dreadful dungeon are gathered together in momen- 
tary expectation of their -summons. -to the scaffold — the Marquis de 
Montalembert, Mme. Leroy Of the Com^die Francaise, the Countess 
de Narbonrie-Pelet, Autie the hair-dresser of Marie Antoinette, the 
Abbe Meynier, Baron Trenck, Monseigneur de Saint Simeon, Bishop 
of Agde; the Countess of Perigord, and in the very act of composing 
a poem, the first lines of which still remain, Andre Chenier. The 
names of all these, and more, appear- in Le Moniteur of the 
7. .8 and 9 of Thermidor, 1794, as those who suffered the pain of 
death. In the background, firm, erect and impassive, holding before 
him in his outstretched hands the awful list of the condemned, his 
broad-brimmed hat square upon his temples, stands Hermeau, Presi- 



dent of the Commission Populaire. To Verner, whose sinister visage 
marks his dogged inflexibility, the President reads aloud the names 
of those whose last hour is come. The painting is a masterpiece, the 
scene drawn with unerring fidelity, the figures limned with a vigorous 
touch, and the harmonious arrangement of light and color unequalled 
almost by anything we have since seen. The picture was again ex- 
hibited at the Exposition of 1855. From there it was taken to the 
Luxembourg, and thence, a few years later, transferred to Versailles, 
where it remains to-day. A replica of it is in an American collection. 

* * * 

The King of Terrors, whose call the artist had depicted with so 
much realism, has at length summoned this magician of palette and 
brushy Muller is dead. He succumbed at the age of 76 at his resi- 
dence in the Rue de Naples. Few artistic careers have been more 
brilliant than his; few artists, for an era, at least, have enjoyed such 
a degree of celebrity. 

Paris, February 20, 1892. John Preston Beecher. 



NOTES AND NOVELTIES 



THE proposition is made by certain of our lively young literary pro- 
ducers who are rfot satisfied with the modern publisher who publishes, 
or more likely does not publish, their productions, to go into the business 
for themselves. This idea is not in itself a novelty. It has been tried, in 
fact, already, and found wanting in that element of success which renders 
publishing books a distinct business from producing them. But in the 
present case the experimenters have a second iron in their independent fire! 
They are not only to publish their own works, but are to boom them through 
a periodical, which they propose to call Grub Street. Whether it is to be a 
weekly or monthly is yet as indefinite as whether it is to be at all. But this 
is something no fellow can find out, as our old friend Dundreary would have 
put it, until the periodical comes out and speaks for itself. 

* * * 

I often question, famous as the name of Grub street is in literary history, 
whether people nowadays have any comprehension of what that locality 
really was. Indeed, I know some otherwise intelligent persons who regard 
the place and its history-as a species of myth, or hoax, invented for sportive 
purposes by the literary guild itself. Nevertheless, Grub street was an 
actuality. Traveling along Chiswell street from Finsbury Square, the lounger 
in London comes to a thoroughfare of old-fashioned houses of the prevalent 
style of Cockney architecture fifty years or so back, which bears the name of 
Milton street. There is nothing about Milton street to distinguish it par- 
ticularly from many others in the world's metropolis. Even its name, which 
m'ght hint as an honor to England's great poet, is not intended to do the 
author.of " Paradise Lost" any reverence, for Cripplegate, as it used to be 
called, .was. re-christened about 1829, after a builder who leased the whole 
street and repaired and rebuilt its battered architecture as a speculation. 
But Milton street a century ago was the famous hive in which the literary 
bees of London swarmed and worked and 'starvedrrrGrub street, in. short. 

Up to the seventeenth century Grub street was on the outskirts of Lon- 
don. It was a street tenanted by bowyers, fietchers, makers of bow-strings, 
and everything else that appertained to archery. But it bad a literary savor 
even then. In the days before printing came into vogue, the text-writers, 
who produced by hand all the books then, in use; the ABC books and the 
like, which were retailed by '"' stationers" on the street corners, lived in 
Grub street. Later on John Fox lived in Grub street, though he did not 
write his famous " Book of Martyrs" there. Fox's residence in Grub street 
occurred about 1572. John Speed, the tailor-archaeologist, was a resident of 
Grub street, where he was famous as the most responsible parent, having a 
family of twelve sons and six daughters. Grub street of old and Milton 
street to-day is noted for its great number of alleys and courts. The seg- 
ment of London of which it is a centre is fairly honey-combed with passages 
giving access to all manner of odds and ends of buildings. In Hanover 
Court, which opens on the street, was standing, when I first visited London, 
a house in which General Monk had lived. Up another alley a theatre was 
once run. But, in its last days, Grub street was but a poor quarter, and a 
handy one for the needy men of letters, who found cheap lodgings up its 
shabby by-ways. 

* * * 

. When they first settled there is not known. But in the early days, when 
the booksellers began to make Aldersgate and Little Britain a trade centre, 
the authors they employed probably drifted into Grub street, which com- 
bined the advantages of being cheap and in the neighborhood of their pub- 
lishers. From Grub street issued such famous old literary skits as " Jack 
the Giant Killer," " Tom Hickathrift," " The Wise Men of Gotham," and 
scores of others now a part of every boy's library. Probably literary men 
first began to populate Grub street in any numbers during Cromwell's time. 
Then a great number of seditious and libellous pamphlets were circulated, 
and as the authors, for safety, had to seek obscure living places, they found 
a fitting retreat in the maze of alleys which webbed the Grub street section. 
At any rate, by the commencement of the eighteenth century Grub street 
had become quite notorious as the poor authors' quarter of London. All 
the authors but a very favored few were poor then. The life of a Grub 
street author was that of a modern tramp, only he did more work and ob- 
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tained fewer square meals. He made a living as he could, writing a story- 
book to-day, a political pamphlet to-morrow, a sermon next day, and a 
slander the following one. The stories told of the unfortunate "Authors by 
Profession" are as unnumbered as they are curious. When we look over 
them we do not wonder how their heroes lived, but how they contrived to 

keep from dying. 

* * * 

But they were true Bohemians always. When Dr. Johnson was a resi- 
dent of Grub street he made the acquaintance of a poet named Samuel 
Boyse, whose poem on the Deity and other works had earned him high 
praise. Boyse could not go abroad to seek work because his clothes were 
all in pawn, so he lay abed, with his arms thrust through two holes in the 
insective blanket, which was his only covering, writing and starving. John- 
son raised enough money to get his clothes for him, but two days later Boyse 
was in bed again, eating a stew of beef and mushrooms purchased by the re- 
pawning of his suit. " I might as well eat while I may," he said, "for I 
must some day starve, whether I will or not." 

* # * 

Another Grub street friend of Johnson's was Derrick, of whom he wrote: 
"I honor Derrick for his strength of mind." One night when Floyd, 
another poor author, was wandering about the streets at night, he found 
Derrick asleep upon a bulk. Upon being suddenly awakened Derrick started 
up. "My dear Floyd," said he, " I am sorry to see you in this destitute 
state; will you go home with me to my lodgings?" and they turned in on 
the bulk together, like the good fellows they were. Will any man say that 
they did not deserve a sounder sleep than a Vanderbilt on his bed of down ? 

* * # 

One of the most extraordinary of the Grub street colony of Johnson's time 
was the poet, Richard Savage, whose life is perhaps the best work of the 
lexicographer which exists. Savage claimed to be the bastard of Lord 
Rivers by the Countess of Macclesfield, who was divorced from her husband 
on account of the criminalty of which the poet was the fruit. The wretched 
life of Savage, neglected in childhood by his unnatural parent, and perse- 
cuted by her when he was old enough to suffer by it, is well known. The 
Countess bated him for the crime he was an innocent reminder of. She told 
his father he was dead, so as to keep him from deriving any benefit out of 
Lord Rivers' will, tried to have him kidnapped and sent to the Virginia plan- 
tations, and when he was sent to Newgate for stabbing a man in a tavern 
brawl, did her best to prevent bis receiving a pardon from his death sentence. 
This persecution made many friends for its victim. Steele protected and 
helped Savage along, and, after Steele, the actor Wilks, Mrs. Oldcastle and 
Lord Tyrconnell. But the poet had an evil temper, and hated everyone 
who could do good for him with an envious fury. He fought with the men 
and insulted the women till they were forced to cast him off, when he set up 
as a " volunteer laureate," and managed to get a pension of £50 from Queen 
Caroline. When she died he was left without even this poor means, until 
Pope got up a subscription for him on condition of his going out of the 
country. He took the money and spent it, as he did all the money he ever 
got, on himself. His habit was to help anyone else get rid of whatever tbey 
possessed, and when he possessed anything himself to vanish into selfish 
enjoyment of it. Savage was, in brief, a thoroughpaced, worthless vagrant — 
arrogant, ill-tempered, envious and .plausible. He was the champion dead- 
beat of Grub street while he lived, and when he had exhausted the patience 
of every human being save poor Johnson, who stuck to him to his end in a 
debtor's prison with unswerving friendship, no one but Johnson regretted 
him. 

* * * 

Goldsmith was never a Grub streeter, though he was poor enough to have 
been one; but he knew it well, as his descriptions show. Though he found 
lodgings in other quarters, they were just as poor. It was in a garret in 
Green Arbor Court, off Fleet street, that Johnson visited him on the day the 
neighbor sent his little girl in to borrow "a chamber-pot of coals." The 
denizens of Grub street were of a much lower class, as a rule, than the 
Johnsons and Goldsmiths, and have left little or no personal history of them- 
selves in existence. Andrew Marvell first applied the term " Grub street " 
in its offensive sense. It came to apply to any poor performance, and 
literary hacks were called " Grub streeters," even if they lived at the other 
side of London. 

* * * 

The characters of Grub street were not confined to literature. Among 
others was the hermit. He was a wealthy man, owning a large estate in 
Lincolnshire. A younger brother tried to murder him, and in misanthropy 
induced by this fraternal crime, he betook himself to a life of seclusion. For 
forty-four years Henry Welby lived in a house by himself, seen only by a 
maid-servant, who died of old age on October 23d, 1836. Six days later her 
master followed her. He was eighty-four years old. In 1695 Grub street 
owned a ghost. It was that of a victualler named Stockden, who was mur- 
dered there by four men. His widow saw three of them in three successive 
dreams, and on her evidence as many men were banged, protesting their 
innocence. Fortunately' for some others, the widow stopped dreaming at the 
third, and there were no more executions. Literature is a better trade now- 
adays than it was when its starving and ragged hordes skulked in and out of 
Grub street, got drunk on credit in its taverns, and died of want in garrets, 
where poverty had left nothing but bare walls for furniture. But there is 
many a vassal of the pen to-day whose wages do not fill his stomach, and the 
reward of the most fortunate is only earned by unremitting toil until they 
have ceased to be journeymen and won a name. How many of them fall 



before that time ? How many of Grub street's dead went to their graves 
leaving no sign even on the chronicle of the time? " A poor staff to lean 
upon," quoth Sir Walter Scott; and it would be, indeed, if money was the 
literary man's sole reward, and if there was no other pleasure in imaginative 
productiveness than the production of mercenary gain.. 

* * * 

. The V. G. Fischer Art Company of Washington, D. C, announce the 
third annual exhibition of water colors by James Henry Moser, to be held at 
the Company's Gallery, 529 Fifteenth street, from March 7th to March 26th. 
A private view of the collection was given last week at the studio of Mr. 
Alfred Tucker, in the Lincoln Building on Union Square. 

# * # 

The original miniature of Daniel Webster, "painted by Richard M. Staigg 
in 1844, has been purchased from the artist's widow by Colonel Alexander 
Biddle, of Philadelphia, and presented to the Academy of Fine Arts in that 
city. It is large for that style of portrait, and is painted on ivory in oil 
colors. Webster gave it his approval as a likeness by causing it to be en- 
graved by John Cheney for the collected edition of his " Diplomatic and 
Official Papers," and it is a very important addition to the collection of 
American miniatures at the Academy. 

* * * • 

The Scientific Society of Bridgeport, Conn., is building up a museum 
which will in time be of importance. It is rapidly filling up with specimens 
from all parts of the country in the way of fossils, minerals, shells, birds, 
birds' eggs, insects, Indian relics, books, etc. The historical collection is 
growing rapidly interesting with old papers, books, old copper and silver 
coin, bronze medals, cannon balls, grapeshot, shells, bayonets and bullets, 
relics of the Revolution, the war of 1812 and the late civil war. Relics of 
Washington, Lincoln, General Lee, Jefferson Davis and others can be seen 
here. One document is a discharge of an American from a British man-of- 
war in 1812 — one of the causes of the war between this country and Great 
Britain. The cane that was presented to Jefferson Davis when he' was 
Senator from Mississippi, the penholder Mr. Davis used in writing his book, 
' the inkstand he used when a prisoner at Fortress Monroe, a lock of his hair, 
his photograph and many of his letters, are among the other relics... • 

The once renowned art agency of Geo. Kirchner & Co., latterly located 
at 31 and 33 West Twenty-third street, this city, has passed under the new 
title of The Franz Hanfctaengl Fine Art Publishing House. The house 
has placed on exhibition at its gallery the celebrated painting " Madonna, 
by C. v. Bodenhausen, well-known from the photographic reproductions 
published by it, and recognized by connaisseurs as the artist's chef d'auvre. 
It also shows B. Plockhorst's painting, " Rest on the Flight," and a number 
of the best paintings by the distinguished American artist, Geo. von Haess- 
lin, as. "Mary's Foreboding," "St. Celilia," "Antique Study Head," 
"Sibylla," and "A Dream." The catalogue of the publications of this 
house, which may be had by addressing the Gallery, will be found of interest 
by print and picture collectors. 

▼ v * 

The Berlin Photographic Company, of 14 East Twenty-third street, 
Madison Square, South, this city, call attention to the opening of their New 
York branch establishment, where will be on exhibition and for sale a full 
representation of their publications, embracing artists' proofs, gravures and 
photographs of the most celebrated paintings in European galleries. The 
Berlin Photographic Company being one of the oldest in Europe, the 
repertoire of their publications presents a complete history of art in repro- ' 
duction of masterpieces of the old Italian, Dutch, Flemish and German 
schools, and of the most celebrated paintings of the modern masters of the 
Berlin, DUsseldorf, Munich, French and English schools. The perfection of 
their process for interpreting the subtleties of tone and the spirit of the 
original paintings place their publications far above the productions of 
ordinary gravure and photography, a fact long acknowledged in Europe. 

* * * 

At the sale of the library of the late James McHenry in London a few 
weeks since, a presentation copy of the first edition of " Pickwick " from 
Dickens to Macready fetched $136; Sheridan Knowles' works, with -auto- 
graph letters, brought $230, and Moore's biography of Sheridan, with 
several supplementary volumes containing caricatures, manuscripts, engra- 
ings, etc., in all, nine volumes, went for $1,445. 

* * * . 

The De Vinne Press has just issued an octavo volume containing 145. 
'specimen pages of the Roman and Italic printing types now in use in that 
(as one may say) educational institution. It is an interesting as well as a 
useful and beautiful book. Each page contains a passage from some-author - 
of distinction, from a magazine,. or from a newspaper, printed in type rang- 
ing from six-line pica down to brilliant, besides specimens of Greek and 
German type, each selection having an ornamental initial letter in gold and 
colors. 

* * * 

It was reported from Rochester, N. Y. , on February 22d, that one of the most 
important of the fourteen buildings comprising Prof. Henry Ward's natural 
science establishment, Cosmos Hall, was destroyed by fire. It was of two stories 
and built of wood. It contained in the upper floor a valuable collection of 
fossils which Prof. Ward had gathered from various portions of the world 
during his many years of travel. Some of the specimens can never be dupli- 
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cated. The lower floor contained a stock of every known mineral, from 
which he had supplied numerous cabinets and collections. The minerals in- 
cluded valuable meteorites. The rear of each floor contained rare Indian, 
and Aztec relics. Strenuous efforts were made to save this property, and a 
considerable portion was removed to a place of safety, but the pecuniary loss 
cannot fall much below $20,000. The prompt arrival of the fire department 
saved the remaining thirteen buildings. Much inconvenience will result from 

' the necessity of carefully identifying and re-labeling such specimens as were 
saved. Prof. Ward was in New York City at the time of the fire. 

»»■*.. 
The collection of American precious stones made by Mr. G. F. Kunz, of 
Tiffany & Co., which received much attention at the Paris Exposition in 
1889, and which was purchased by the trustees of the American Museum of 

^Natural History, will soon be ready for exhibition. The collection has been 
packed away pending the completion of the annex to the museum, but 
experts are now arranging the one thousand gems in their cases, and they 
wili be set up near the famous Spang collection. The price paid for the 
collection was a little less than $20,000, but Tiffany & Co. sold it at that 
figure because it was to go to the museum. If it had been bought for a 
private collection the price would have been at least $10,000 more. Mr. J. 
Pierpont Morgan is the donor of the collection to the museum. 

* * * 

The special committee appointed to enlarge the collections of casts in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art have issued a pamphlet containing an interest- 
ing report by Edward Robinson, the purchasing agent. Mr. Robinson says 
the object of the fund is to secure a complete collection of casts, historically 
arranged so as to illustrate the progress and development of plastic art in all 
. epochs. The committee believe, as the result of careful investigation, that 
.the expenditure of $100,000 will give the Museum, in connection with the 
Willard and Marquand collections already acquired, a more satisfactory 
general collection of casts than has yet been brought together. The amount 
already subscribed is $54,250, given by seventy-two persons in sums varying 
from $12,000 to $5. The recommendation at present includes an appropria- 
tion of $15,000 for mediaeval Christian art. The art of Moorish Spain, 
Arabian. Egypt, India and other Eastern countries should also form part of a 
complete collection, and modern plastic art should perhaps be represented if 
sufficient means were provided. The first orders have been given and other 
orders will follow as funds at the disposal of the committee permit. Sub- 
scriptions to complete the undertaking of the committee are earnestly 
solicited. 

* * * 

The' Special Committee to enlarge the collection of casts are Messrs. 
Henry G. Marquand, Robert W. de Forest, Edward D. Adams, Howard 
Mansfield, George F. Baker, John S. Kennedy, Pierre L. Le Brun, Allan 
Marquand, Augustus C. Merriam, Francis D. Millett, Frederick W. JRhine- 
lander, Augustus St. Gaudens, Louis C. Tiffany, John Q. A. Ward, William 
R. Ware, Stanford White. Mr. Marquand has subscribed $12,000; Edward 
D. Adams, $5,000; C. L. Tiffany, $4,500; George F. Baker, H. C. Fahne- 
, s stock, John Taylor Johnston, John S. Kennedy and F. F. Thompson, $3,000 
each. A great number have subscribed $1,000, $500, $250 and $100 each, 
and many have contributed smaller amounts. 

* * * 

A large etching of John Lothrop Motley, on which the etcher Zilcken of 
The Hague was long at work, is finished, and "a limited number of proofs 
have reached the Keppel Gallery. Zilcken obtained permission from the 



Queen of Holland to copy the portrait in oil made of Motley in 1873 at her 
order by the painter Bisschop. The historian had become by that time very 
white of hair, and his scholarly face was thinner than it had been. The 
painter has placed him in his study chair, rather high up in the canvas, in 
order to give room in the foreground for a table filled with volumes relating 
to the history of the Dutch Republic. In his hand Motley holds a volume 
of Hooft, the Dutch historian. He is partly turned toward the spectator 
and looks earnestly from the frame as if engaged in a discussion. Besides 
its own interest as the portrait of an American man of letters this large and 
handsome etching recalls the singular honors done him by the Queen of 
Holland, a lady who was always concerned to know and applaud artists as 

well as literary men. 

* * * 

Mr. Duncan Waring, who was formerly with Mr. Charles Sedelmeyer, of 
Paris, has been making, at the Hotel Ven'dome, in Boston, an exhibition of 
pictures that has attracted marked attention, especially for its examples of 
Millet, Corot, Diaz, Delacroix, Dupre, Rousseau, Troyon and other French- 
men of the school of 1830. 

* * * 

Mrs. Paran Stevens, during her wanderings through Europe, has collected 
no less than a hundred miniatures, painted on ivory, onyx and silver, each 
the beauty of some well-known family, disposed of by some improvident 
member. In Mrs. Stevens' home on Fifth avenue they are placed where 
they receive the care and admiring glances denied them in their rightful 
domains. Another weakness of Mrs. Stevens is a collection of pictures, done 
in silk by the dames of high degree in the past, during their quiet little after- 
noon teas at the Court of Maria Theresa, while somejeu de mot was going 

the round. 

* * * 

According to The Times, of Hartford, Conn., Mr. J. Nelson Bill, of 
Lyme, has probably one of the best and most Valuable collections of rare 
coins and Indian relics to be found in the State. He has 418 ancient coins, 
among them some valuable issues of foreign governments, bearing the date 
of the year in which they were first coined. His pet piece is a " Pine Tree 
Shilling, " an excellent specimen, valued at $75. It was found about thirteen 
years ago, several feet below the surface, by a laborer while digging a ditch 
through a piece of low land on a farm in the town of Bozrah. Mr. Bill has 
also a collection of silver half-dollars. Mr. Bill's fondness for ancient things 
is not confined entirely to old coins. He has many Indian relics, consisting 
of innumerable arrow-heads, two fine specimens of stone tomahawks, pestles 
and other curious utensils used by the aboriginals of America. Among his 
specimens is a stone pestle about twelve inches in length, perfectly round and 
smooth, which was found several years ago nearly twenty feet below the sur- 
face by a gang of Germans employed by the Lime Cranberry Company to 
sand their large meadow. One of the men who was working in the pit 
where it was found regarded it as an omen of ill-luck, and quickly abandoned 
the place. A valuable acquisition to his collection of relics is an iron pipe, 
resembling in shape an ordinary clay pipe, although a trifle larger in size. 
This was found by Mr. Bill himself when a boy, while crossing a newly- 
ploughed field on his father's farm. It is not generally supposed that the 
Indians had facilities for making iron pipes, but sufficient mystery associates 
itself with the fact of its being found there to make it valuable as a curious 
relic. It has attracted considerable attention, and is believed to be the only 
one of the kind extant. Mr. Bill is associate editor of the Sound Breeze, 
published in Lyme, but can always find time to introduce interested persons 
to his museum. 
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The British Museum has acquired by purchase" the correspondence and 
other papers of Sir Anthony Panizzi, formerly principal librarian of the 
Museum library. Among the friends of Panizzi wore politicians, conspira- 
tors for the liberation of Italy, literary men and women, and society celebri- 
ties of the past generation. The correspondence consists of about 4,000 
letters, exclusive of several packets of papers, and in it are letters from 
Brougham, Clarendon, Ellesmere, Lansdowne, Macaulay, Melbourne, Pal- 
merston, Gladstone, Cavour, Mazzini, Dickens, Garibaldi, . Francis Hay- 
wood, Thomas Grenville, Lady Holland, Prosper Merimee, Samuel Rogers, 
Luigi Settembrini, Thiers, Mrs. Norton and Sydney Smith. 

# * * 

Possibly the largest and most valuable collection of tapestry in this coun- 
try is that of Mr. Charles M. Ffoulke, of Pennsylvania, who spends his 
winters in Washington with his family. He has lately added a large gallery 
to his handsome house on Massachusetts.avenue to accommodate his treasures. 
The house was fairly lined with them before he secured the famous Bar- 
berini collection, some two years ago. Among several Flemish tapestries of 
the sixteenth century is one from the Buonsignori palace, Sienna. It is 
about twelve feet square, and represents, says tradition, " Charlemagne 
Crowning One of His Feudatories." Companion pieces represent Dana? in 
the brazen tower. In one Jupiter visits her as a shower of gold ; in the 
other she is seen caressing her infant son, Perseus, held in the arms of a 
female attendant. These tapestries are of silk and wool in a fine state of preser- 
vation and fine colors. Another large piece of the same period represents 
Cleopatra, gorgeously attired and attended by her maids, appearing before 
the Emperor Augustus. Another shows the rescue of Andromeda by Per- 
seus. In Italian renaissance tapestry are three especially fine pieces. One 
represents the king and queen of Lombardy at an elaborately spread table in 
the open air, waited upon by several servants. One shows in gorgeous color- 
ings, among other things, the coat-of-arms of the Colonnas. The third, 
quite large, depicts the reconciliation of the .Emperor Constantine with his 
enemies. A piece of French tapestry made at Beauvais in the latter half of 
the sixteenth century is of silk, about thirteen feet wide by ten feet high, 
and shows an autumnal scene in rich coloring. Ceres, the principal figure, 
bears wheat and flowers, and is accompanied by other goddesses laden with 
various fruits, etc. Two Gobelin pieces, made almost entirely of silk threads, 
are nearly ten feet high by eight feet wide. They were presented to the 
reigning sovereign of one of the German states, and bear the arms of his 
family. The centre of each has a magnificent medallion of flowers. In one 
a Cupid rides the sea on an Amphora, and in the other the god of love sails 
in a tiny, boat. The borders are of intertwining branches of oak, with 
wreaths of ivy tied with ribbons. In the spaces everywhere appear the 
emblem of the princely family for whom they were made. 



Mrs. George Hearst has a number of rare hangings and valuable old 
prayer rugs and tapestries in her beautiful new house in Washington, which 
was so sadly closed almost before it was finished by the long illness and death 
of Senator Hearst. One of the largest pieces is " The Recounter," a superb 
battle piece of rich coloring and fine work. The border is composed of 
implements of war, drums, etc. A small and very lovely piece shows a 
group of cupids at play. 



In the new winter residence of Mr. Albert Clifford Barney, in the same 
city, is a large piece of Italian renaissance tapestry, in which a triumphal car 
bears " Peace and Plenty" through a land teeming with evidences of pros- 
perity. Mrs. John W. Foster has, among many curious and interesting 
things picked up while her husband was Minister to Mexico, Spain and 
Russia, some small but fine old bits of tapestry, which would fall to pieces if 
not framed. The colors are still wonderfully good. They came from some 
of the old Mexican convents or churches, and it is hard to tell just how old 
they are. Mr. R. R. Hitt, of Illinois, has some valuable pieces picked up 
abroad. Mrs. Senator Stanford has a number of rare tapestries among the 
art treasures in her winter home in the same city. 



An international exhibition of an unusual and interesting character is to be 
held in Vienna during the coming spring and summer. It is to be a histori- 
cal and artistic representation of the musical and dramatic arts, their litera- 
ture, instruments, appliances, architecture, pictorial and scenic adjuncts, 
properties, costumes, decorations and biography. The exhibition will be 
held in the rotunda and theatre and two music halls in the Prater, attached 
to the permanent exposition buildings, and in buildings which are in course 
of erection for the purpose in the gardens of- the Prater. It is to be formally 
opened on May 7, and will continue daily until October 9, over a period of 
five months. It will be divided into two sections, the first illustrating the 
historical, artistic and technical development of all appliances connected with 
music and the drama, while the second will be a special trades exhibition of 
all the productions of modern industry relating to the cultivation of music 
and the drama. A special feature is to be made of a comprehensive col- 
lection of relics and objects of interest connected with the celebrated com 
posers, musicians, dramatic authors and artists of the past and present 
associated with the opera, drama and ballet, including paintings, engrav- 
ings, photographs, autographs, medals and the like; noteworthy instruments 
and other objects- associated with musical and dramatic celebrities and the 
literature pertaining to all such matters, gathered from all quarters of the 
globe. In the division relating particularly to music will be exhibitions of 
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the historical development of musical instrumemts of all characters up to the 
present day. Another department will include manuscript music, non- 
published works and suitable pictorial representations of the ancient study 
of music; ancient musical printing, with characteristic examples of every 
period, and modern musical printing, from the first editions of Bach and 
Handel to the present day. Musical literature and instruction will con- 
stitute a division, and plans, diagrams and models of concert halls and 
musical institutions will be displayed. 

* » * 

In the section devoted to the illustration of the evolution of the dramatic 
art will be included examples, models and illustrations from all countries in 
theatre building, theatrical machinery and lighting; adjuncts to theatrical 
displays, such, as decorations properties, models of stage decoration, cos- 
tumes, marionettes, weapons and illustrations of the same; artistic decora- 
tions of theatres — paintings, sculpture, drawings and illustrations of dra- 
matic works; dramatic works of all descriptions, including the libretti of 
operas and ballet subjects, and, finally^ scenic science, theatrical literature, 
periodicals, model programmes, playbills, notices and advertisements. 
Japan already has a large force of native mechanics on the grounds erecting 
a Japanese village, including a theatre and hall and' residences. Greece will 
send a special collection of all the musical instruments in use there, and 
performers to play upon them. Her theatrical people will give exhibitions 
of the modern Greek drama. The Italians have also taken a special interest 
in the exposition, and promise an exceptionally interesting display of ancient 
Roman as well as modern dramatic art. The German exhibition will be one 
of the largest and most interesting, especially from the instrumental and 
musical standpoint. Mr. Heinrich Conried, who has the American section ■ 
in hand, proposes, if possible, to secure the reproduction of the exposition at 
the Chicago World's Fair. 

* * * 

Some years ago I remember the editor of a bright little New York 
weekly printing an account of a natural son of Napoleon I. This 
scion of a noble race had emigrated to America, and was, if I mistake 
not, engaged in some mechanical pursuit in the great metropolis, 
spending his days in the factory and his nights in a subterranean 
beer cellar of the French quarter. There was nothing indefinite 
about his story. It was plain and straightforward. His mother 
was a peasant, whose comely figure the great general fell in love 
with, and our shiftless bourgeois was the result. The article was an 



interesting one, and I doubt not if I gave more credit to the narra- 
tive than he who wrote it himself, for I knew how plausible it really 
was. A short time ago the Gaulois brought to earth another lineal 
descendant of the First Consul, a natural son by a Polish lady, born 
toward the end of 1806. Napoleon bequeathed to him an allowance 
of 15,000 francs per annum, and the late Emperor gave him a pension 
out of his private purse. For a very long time he had been inflicting 
himself upon th,e Empress Eugenie, and only his death a few weeks 
past has relieved her of his annoying solicitations. Unfortunately, 
however, he leaves three sons and a daughter. Here are at least 
two descendants of the exile of St. Helena How many more have 
there been? 

* * * 

The splendid collection of the relics of Troy left by the late Dr. H. 
Schliemann to the Museum of Art in Berlin, arrived recently in that city. 
The collection is much larger than was supposed. Fifty huge chests were 
necessary for its transportation from Greece. Berlin has now one of the 
largest and finest collections of Greek antiquities in the world. 

* * * 

A Russian scholar asserts his belief that the library of Ivan the Terrible 
was not destroyed in the burning of Moscow, and attempts have been made 
to obtain permission to explore the Kremlin in the hope of finding some 
trace of the 800 Latin and Greek manuscripts which the collection con- 
tained. 

* * * 

Mr. N. E. Montross, of 1380 Broadway, calls attention to an etching newly 
published by him called ' ' Evening, Early Spring. " The plate is by Alexander 
Schilling, after D. W, Tryon, and is an admirable and artistic work in every 
way. 

* * * 

Mr. N. C. Barney, a retired New York banker, has an interesting col- 
lection of pipes. . One of them represents the trunk of an old tree, around 
which are grouped a party of sporting gentlemen with their guns and dogs, 
enjoying a hunter's meal. One of the members of the party is cleverly shown 
to be cutting with his jacknife the name N. C. Barney on the trunk of the 
tree — to commemorate, no doubt, the occasion. Each figure is a correct 
likeness of an individual member of the party. The owner's name is also 
carved on each of the game-bags, and the delicate network around the game- 
bags is true to nature. In this collection are also a few pipes that came 
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from Alaska. They were made of walrus tusks by the Esquimaux. An- 
other remarkable piece is a cigar-holder, on which is carved a Gordon setter, 
a favorite dog belonging to the owner. It is a perfect image of the dog, 
and from smoking the meerschaum has acquired a brownish-red color which 

is exactly the color of the dog. 

* * * 

Mr. James Gordon Bennett, of the New York Hetald, is a great pipe 
smoker, and is fond of making presents of pipes to his friends. One of his 
novel ideas is to have a pipe case made of solid silver, lined with chamois, 
and costing $100. The outside of the case is richly engraved and bears the 
name of the recipient. Probably every captain of every steamship on which 
Mr. Bennett has been a passenger has received one of these pipe cases. The 
meerschaum pipe in the case is of the plainest possible description, and is 
worth perhaps $5. It is strong and serviceable, however. It would seem 
to be Mr. Bennett's idea in this way to keep himself in remembrance with 
the owner of the pipe case. 

* * * 
Architect J. G. Prague, of this city, never owned a meerschaum pipe or 

cigar-holder that did not have a snake carved on it. These were all made 
to order, and some of the designs are very curious. Most of the snakes are 
anacondas. Recently Mr. Prague has added a crocodile pipe to his col- 
lection. A unique pipe belongs to Ogden Goelet, the bowl representing a 
hound's head. Mr. Goelet has about forty pipes, and each is a work of art. 



The hound's head pipe was copied from Sir Edwin Landseer's picture " The 
Return from the Hunt." The pipe is mounted with green-colored amber 
and a solid gold band. Colonel Wagstaff has a valuable pipe on whose bowl 
is carved the head of an Arabian. The Colonel has used the utmost care in 
coloring the pipe, and stopped smoking it as soon as it had acquired the 
beautiful chestnut brown so highly prized by the smoker. Curiously enough, 
the color is a very natural one so far as an Arab is concerned. Col. Wagstaff 
is a well-known collector of pipes, of which he has about fifty. A valuable 
pipe that belonged to the late Lawrence Barrett had carved on its bowl an 
ideal head of Ophelia. The collecting of pipes was one of Barrett's hobbies, 
and he was often seen in some of the New York establishments looking up 
what he could find in the way of odd pipes. The pipes he usually bought 
were old ones that had been colored by other people. Robert Fullerton, of 
the Old Curiosity Shop in this city, claims to have the pipe of peace that was 
handed to Columbus when he first set foot on American soil after leaving the 
good ship Santa Maria. The pipe is made out of a peculiar kind of bamboo, 
very common in San Salvador. The bowl is very large, showing that in those 
days the people must have been great smokers, or rather perhaps that it was 
a fite pipe and contained enough tobacco for a whole assemblage to smoke. 
The stem surmounting the bowl is fashioned out of a peculiar reed, and is 
quaintly carved with holes on the side, the use of which is incomprehensible. 
It might aptly be called a flute pipe, for if the stem were taken out of the 
bowl and the mouthpiece plugged it could be used as a flute. 
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